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My Dear Young Friends, 


mon, now publicly offered, 
as a ſmall Tribute of that 
unfeigned. Reſpect, I entertained for 
Your HonoRtD FaTHER, from 
the Time of my firſt Acquaintance 
with Him.,—Great is Your Loſs— 
and great Your Sorrow.—Scarce had 
You ceaſed to weep for the Death 
of that amiable Lady, Your pious 
Mother; before Gop, infinitely wiſe 
and good, hath been pleaſed to de- 
prive You of one of the beſt of 
Father's, —-From the Moment I heard, 
that He was ſeized with that fatal 
Illneſs, I feared for Him—I felt for 
You—But You ſorrow not as thoſe 
who have no Hope—He hved belov- 
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ed-—He died lamented. —He did not 
deſcend to the Grave full of Years, 
bat full of Honors. His Life You 
are not to meaſure by. Durat:on, 
but by An Much He did to 
form Your Minds and Manners, to 
make You happy, and to promote 
the Public Good. Nor was his La- 
bor loſt —May all Your future Con- 
duct, 'be worthy of ſuch a Father. — 
| BuvT Your ſtrongeſt Conſolation, 
under this heavy Affliction, -muſt 
ariſe from the Confidence You have, 
That He 1s now with God ; in whoſe 
Preſence 1s Fulneſs of Joy: And at 
whoſe Right Hand are Pleaſures for- 
ever. That there You may meet Your 
worthy Parents, and with them en- 
Joy an Eternity of Bliſs, 1s the moſt 
ardent Prayer, 
Ye Athicted Youths, 
of Your fincere Friend, 
and humble Servant, 


SAMUEL STILLMAN. 
CHILADELPHIA, 
April 3, 1776. 
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1 Cor. xv. 26. 


The laſt Enemy that ſhall be deſtroyed, is 
Death. ; 


HERE were certain perſons at 


Corinth, who denied the doctrine 
of the reſurre&tion: of the dead ; which 
gave occaſion to St. PauPs reatoning in the 
context : By which he labors to eſtabliſh 
the grand fact, that ChrisT was ri/en. 
Having gained this point, he proceeds to 
ſthew, that there 1s a ſure connection be- 
tween the pa/t reſurrection of CnrisT, 
and the future reſurrection of his people. 
But now is CHRIST Tiſen from the dead, 
and become the firſt fruits of them who ſlept. 
For jince by man came death, by man came 
alſo the reſurrection of the dead. For as in 
Adam all die, 1. e. became ſubje& to mor- 
tality : even ſo by Chri/t [hall all be made 


alive, 
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alive, i. ce. be raiſed from the grave. But 
this event will not take place till the end 
come, when- CHrIsT ſhall have delivered | 
up the mediatorial kingdom to Gon, even 
the Father ; when he ſhall have put down 
all rule, and all authority, and power. Por 
he muſt reign, till he hath put all enemies 

under his feet. THE LAST ENEMY THAT 

SHALL BE DESTROYED, 1S DEATH. 


4 
In the text we. obſerve the following 
ideas ; | | 
I. DEATH 1s an enemy. , 
Il. THe /a/# enemy ; | 
< 
III. Wrom Chriſt will certainly defroy. | 
I. Oxz principal idea in this paſſage is, 
that death 1s an enemy. 
St. PauL, and other inſpired writers : | 


ipeak of death as a perſon ; though pro- 
perly it is the loſs of a bleſſing immenſely 
valuable : All that a man hath, lays Solo- 
mon, will he: 'grve for his life.. The 
Apoltle's 


67 3 


Apoſtle's mode of expreſſion, authorizes | 


the manner. in which the ſubje& will be 
treated, as it naturally leads us to conſider, 
in what reſpects death may be called an 
enemy. 


1. He 1s foto the human body, leeing he 
deſtroys that excellent workmanſhip of 
God.. Man, who is fearfully and wonder- 
fully made, muſt fee corruption. Neither 
youth, ſex, or any other circumſtance will 


avail to ſuſpend his ſtroke. Did he only 


cut down the aged, to whom the graſs. 


hopper is a burden, whoſe defires fail, 
and on whom the days are come, in which 
they have no pleaſure ; we ſhould view 
him, perhaps, with a © deliverer's hand.” 
But ſo far from this, he often attacks the 
youth in all his bloom and beauty. His 
ſtrokes are indiſcriminate; like fire, which 
conſumes without diſtinction, the ſuperb 
building, with the humble cottage. And 
once he ſtrikes the fatal blow, all the 
beauties of the human body diſappear. 
'The eyes, thoſe ſparkling orbs, loſe all 
their luſtre, and fink deep into their 
ſockets. —The crimſon which adorned the 

cheek, 
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check, is exchanged for a mortal paleneſs 
— The lips are cloſed in a long, and awful 
filence—The right hand” forgets its cun- 
ning, and the tongue cleaveth to the roof 
of the mouth; and all the juſt, the well- 
proportioned limbs are ſtittned in death: 


SHOULD we make a vilit to the tomb, 
we ſhall be taught ſtill more emphatically, 

that death 1s an enemy to the human 

body. Having entred thole dreary man- | 
ſions, we perceive them crowded with the 
ſpoils of the laſt enemy, from the ſucking 
infant, to the man of eighty. In one place 
we are aſtoniſhed to behold a corpſe, not 
long interred, black 'as an Erhiopean : In 
another, a naked cull grins full in our 
faces ! Amazed at the ſight, we ſtart back, 
and in haſte retire from the place of 
ſculls ; and learn from thence to lefſen our 
eſtimation of the moſt finiſhed piece of 
animated clay ; fince death, our common 

enemy, will ſhortly rob it of all its beau- 
ties | 


2. DEATH 1s an enemy to temporal hap- 
pineſs m general ; but eſpecially to the 
happineſs of wicked men. 


Let | 


— 


E927) 


LeT the wicked, who have no expeQta-« 
tion of a hetter ſtate of being than the 
preſent, conſider, That when a fey years 
are come, they muſt go the way whence 
they ſhall not return. This - groſpe&t;, 
though remote, at times deſtroys their 
preſent happineſs; by introducing ſuch 
thoughts as theſe—Death 1s ever on his 
way ;—lI am hourly expoſed to his enven- 
omed arrows: Whenever he arrives, he 
will deſpoil me of my wealth, my honors, 
and my ftriends—yea, commit an univerſal 
depradation, and open to me a ſcene on 
which I fear: to enter. He will rob me of 
a certainty, and. tranſmit my foul, that 
conſcious, thinking principle, to the world 
of ſpirits; -and to{}the bar of that God, 
in whoſe hand my breath is, but whom I 
have not glorified ; and who 1s angry with 
the wicked every day. Unhappy men! 
They have nought to comfort them in the 
view of death, and the awful proſpects of 
a future world.— 


Nor 1s death an enemy to ſuch only, 
for he deſtroys the temporal happineſs. of 
good men, by diffolving the moſt intimate, 
and pleaſing conneftions. God made man 
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for ſociety ; if not, why indue him with 
ſocial tempers! Tempers, which forbid 
him toggwell alone : Influenced by which, k 
he ſeeks for temporal happineſs in friend- 9 
ſhip, whigh is the moſt refined and rational 
that men can enjoy on earth, But fuch 1s 
- our condition in the preſent ſtate, that 
the molt exquiſite pleaſures, expoſe us to 
the moſt exquiſite pains. The more happy 
we are in the enjoyment of any / object, the 
more miſerable we ſhall be, when that 
object 1s removed. 


| Tmt happy pair, who have enjoyed each 
other m perte& harmony, till old age has 
overtaken them ;- and whoſe kindred 
- minds are knit* together by the ſtrongeſt 
ties of mutual love, tell us, They would 
gladly finiſh life together; and hand in 
hand afcend to join: the blefled ſociety 
above, had heaven ſo determined. But 
if, as it 1n common happens, death ſhould 
make a ſeparation between the aged lovers, 
how grievous 1s the trial ;,—The ſurvivor, 
with his ſnow white locks, opprefſed with 
infirmities and age, wanders from * place 
to place as one forſaken, bewailing the 
eruelty of the /a/t enemy. 
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WiTrH equal impartiality he acts to- 
wards a growing family, and the parents 
of a numerous oft-ſpring ; who have juſt 
reached life's meridian, and the ſummit 
of temporal felicity. Happy in their tem- 
pers, pleaſed with their domeſtic conneCti- 
ons, and fluſhed with repeated ſucceſſes, 
they began to think, that their mountain 
ſtood ſtrong, and ſhould never be moved. 
But death" ſteps forth, and cuts off with 
one cruel blow, either the provident, and 
indulgent father 3 or the fond and tender 
mother, who had” always looked well to 
the affairs of her houſe. Sad cataſtrophe ! 
—W hat a family is there !—Reduced at 
once from the height of happineſs, to the 
depth” of wo! Their former animating 
proſpects die, and the once cheartul dwel- 
ling becomes a Bochim, a place of weep- 
ing. If, in obedience to the laws of reli- 
gion and humanity, you go to the houſe 
ot mourning, you at once perceive, that 
a ſolemn, expreſlive ſadneſs ſits on every 
face. That decent cheartulneſs, and en- 
gaging atftability which heretofore prevail- 
ed, are ſwallowed up in over-much ſorrow. 
One laments the loſs of the partner of 
his joys and forrows ; the reſt bewail the 

death 
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death of the beſt of parents; and ſwell 
their grief to an enormous ſize, by a re- 
collection of the happineſs that is paſt; 
and ten thouſand fears of what 1s yet to 
come, in conſequence of this bereave- 
ment. Such diſtrefles, my Brethren, 
heightened by the moſt delicate ſenſibility, 
will overwhelm the amiable' and numer- 
ous family, of our deceaſed Friend and 
Brother, as ſoon as the awtul tidings ſhall 
reach their ears.—May heaven adminiſter 
divine ſupport, leſt they ſhould faint un 
the day of their uncommon trial ;— 


SOMETIMES the laſt enemy pafles by 

| the parents, and violently aflaults the 
children. And ut 1s but juſt to fay, that 
he frequently calls for Is aac, it ſuch there 
be.—Would to God that parents would 
be wiſe, and learn to guard againſt this 
too common fault ; the - hurtful' tendency 
of which we ſee in the caſe of Fo/eph, for 
whom the pious Patriarch indulged un- 
common love. Moſes informs us, That 
Ifracl loved Joſeph more than all his chil- 
dren, becauſe he was the ſon of hts old age. 
And when 'his brethren ſaw that © their 


father loved him more than all his brethren, 
a , l they 


# 


they HATED him, and could not SPEAK PEACE- 
ABLY to him.—Nor 1s this the only evil that 
reſults from ſuch impropriety. of condutt; 
parents do themſelves an injury ; fince, 
according to a preceding remark, The 
greater - our degree of love 1s to any. ob- 
ject, ſo much the heavier will the trial be, 
when. that object is removed. And- re- 
moved, we muſt expect it will be, from as, 
or we from it: For from death we are 
invariably to look for the treatment of an 
enemy. Hence we have 1cen 


Taye anxious couple, whole aftections 
were reciprocally fixed, and on the eve of 
marriage, forrowtully duappointed. |. Or 
they have been permitted to compleat theix 
wiſhes, when death, as though envious at 
human happineſs, hath ſuddenly diflolved 
the pleaſing, new connection... - Theſe are 
facts, which are immediately. calculated to 
teach-us, That vanity OF VANITIES, 18 a 
proper motto ior all ſubiugary things, 


3. I pAss to.oblerve, that as an enemy, 


- 


death comes to /ay wwa/te, and ts deſtroy. 


The fathers, where are they E and the pro- 
phets, as they live forcucr E Noz the grand 
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deſtroyer hath long fince fixed them in the 
land of darkneſs. The trophies of his vic- 
tory are erected in every country. Some- 
times he acts with a more ſparing hand ; 
at other times he threatens totaliy to Pk 
populate. In 1665, it was thought there 
died of the plague, in the city of London, 
ixty-eight thouſand perions; and. in a 
fingle week of that time, not leſs than ſeven 
thouſand one hundred and fixty-hve per- 
ſons. And what havoc has he made a- 
mongſt us !—Crowds on crowds unnum- 
bered, who once appeared in life to great 
advantage, alter having ſerved their gene- 
ration, have fallen afleep. Among the 
band of WorTHiEs, whom death's rapa- 
cious hand hath fnatched from the boſom 
of their friends and. country, we place, 
with deepeſt forrow, a - WARREN, that 
Proto-Martyr to the Liberties of America— 
a MoNTGOMERY —a MACPHERSON — a 
CHEESMAN—a HENDRICES ; — with all 
thoſe worthy heroes, who have tought, 
and bled, and died in treedom's glorious 
cauſe. —To the veneradle catalogue, with 
deep felt anguiſh, I am forced to place the 
honorable name of RaxvoLen, that dif- 
tinguiihed patriot, and iriend to God and 

man, 


man. *For the loſs of whom, we have 
ſcarce had time to dry our weeping eyes, 


before al! the avenues of grief again are: 


opened, by the preſent mournful provi- 
dence, the untimely death of the no leſs 
honorable Ward; over whoſe remains, 
with undiflembled ſorrow, we now per- 
form the ſolemn obſequies !—Thus death 
deſtroys,—or Warp had ſtill lived to bleſs 
bis family, to ſerve his country, and make 


the people happy.—But ſtop my foul !— 


It was heaven ordained the blow by which 
he finiſhed life ; and therefore it muſt be 
right | 


4: DzaTH is terrible in his approach. 
Fob rightly ftiles him, The king of terrors. 


As men, and ſometimes as chriftians, we" 


ſhudder at the proſpect of diflolution. To 
die—to be diflolved—to change worlds '— 
how ſolemn is the thought; how impor- 
tant are the conſequences !— Yet ſome 
there are, who have. no bands in their 
death ; having hardned: their conſciences; 
either by a courſe of /tnning, or by falſe 
principles. For both produce a hke effeQ. 
Such inſtances, however, are few, com- 


pared with thoſe who tremble ir the view 
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of death ; and infinitely more at the ap- 
prehenſion of -appearing before an angry 
God ; on whoſe laws they have ever 
trampled, and who will not ſuffer them to 
pals with impunity. This event they can 
by no means ſhun; tor death will never 


reſt till 


5. Hz hath conguered. We can neither 
elcape the confhet, nor hope for victory 
till he himſelt is vanquiſhed. He pays his 
court to none, but make as free with kings 
as peaſants. He tears the crown from the 
monarch's head, forces him to lay his re- 
galia aſide, and conſigns the royal body to 
the land of darkneis. Even Alexander, 
who made the world to treble, and wept 
becauſe he had not other worlds to con- 
quer, fell as eaſy a prey to this grim ty- 
rant, as any other man. At this we can- 
not wonder, ſimce 


6. He has his variety of engines, and 
weapons to deſtroy. The conquelt 1s ſure, 
but the methods by which it is accomplith- 
ed, are various. Sometimes he makes regu- 
lar approaches, and by lingering. ſickneſs 
obtains the victory. At other times he at- 
tacks 


— 


©. 


tacks by ſtorm, and forces the immortal 
mind from its ſlender fortreſs —Wonder 
not that: men die—ratner wonder that ſo 
many live ; ſeeing the hidden death lurks 
in every enjoyment. The air in which we 


breathe, 'or the food we receive to nouriſh 


us, may | convey the deadly poiſon, and 
hurry us to the grave : 


7. WHnEtRE the laſt enemy confines the 
captives. When he hath compleated his 
conquelt, the lifeleſs body 'is conveyed to 
the houſe appointed for all living, there to 
remain im cloſe impriſonment, till the 
morning |of the reſurrection ; when the 
zrump of Gop ſhall found a general alarm, 
and deliverance for the priſoners. It is ap- 
parent, that St. Paul had this circumſtance 
particularly in view, when he aſſured us; 
that death ſhall be dc/royed. 


IT. Wz now paſs to conſider the ſecond 
idea in the text, —Death 1s the /a/? enemy. 


1. Tar firſt enemy was the devil, who 
being in honor, did not abide ; but left his 
fhrit eſtate, hence was caſt down to hell ; 
and who, envious at the happineſs of man's 
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primeval ſtate, contrived and effeQed his 
ruin, by the introduQtion of 


2. Sin, an enemy the next in order : 
By which Gov's image on the mind is to- 
tally defaced ; the body expoſed to death; 
and the foul to hell. Which was ſoon 
followed by 


3: DisEAsE : hence the human body 
became ſubje& to numberleſs maladies, 
and was tortured with the moſt excruciats 

. ing pains :' Which 1n time introduced 


4. DEATH, the laſt enemy. What is dif: 
eaſe, but the harbinger of death ? Every 
pain we feel intimates his approach ; and 
that we mult ſhortly go to that place, from 
whence we never ſhall return, Death then 
is the laſt in order, having entered laſt in- 
to the world ; and will retain his power, 
until CHr1sT ſhall deſtroy him. Which 
naturally leads us to conſider the third idea 
in the text, 


HI. DzaTH ſhall be deftroyed. He hath 


been a cruel and triumphant enemy, but 
his 


_— 


Cr 1s. i] > 


his deſtruction is inevitable : Nor will our 
ſalvation be compleat, till that event takes 
place, For this end it was, that CHrIsT 
took fleſh and blood, even that he might 
deſtroy him who had the power of death, 
that is, the devil ; and deliver them, who 
through fear of death, were all their life-time 
fubjet to bondage. From death none can 
be delivered; but from the fears of death, 
our divine Redeemer hath ſaved his people, 


1. By removing his ſting. The ſling of 
death is fin, ſays St. Paul. How proper, 
my Brethren, is this epithet, if we con- 
der, that death is the wages of fin—that 
conſcious guilt occaſions unutterable an- 
guiſh to the mind, and forces the finner 
to cry out, A wounded ſpirit who can 
bear ? And that it will fubje& him, if 
unpardoned, to an cternal ſeparation from 
Gop and glory. Sin thus viewed clothes 
death with all his terrors. But it fin be 
pardoned, we have nought to fear from 
the laſt enemy. And this is really the 
caſe with reſpe& to all believers. Jzsus 
CHRIST, their glorious Saviour, hath made 
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an end of fin, and brought in everlaſting 
righteouſneſs ; which is unto all, and upon 
all them who believe. They are qu/tified, 
fſandtified, and waſhed, in the name of the 
Lorp Jesus, and by the SPIRIT of our 
Gop. In the beliet of this truth; and 
others in connection with it, St. Paul tri- 
umphed over death ; and was led to place 
him in the inventory of a chriſtian's 
treaſures. © All things are yours —life and 
death : for ye are CHRIsT's. *©** Flow 
& thankful am I, faid the devout Hervey 
& 1n his laſt ſickneſs, for death, as it is the 
* paſlage through which I paſs to the 
* LorD and Giver of eternal life ; and 
«© as it frees me from all this miſery you 
< now ſee me endure, and which I am 
«willing to endure as long as Gop thinks 
« fit; for I know he will by and by, in 


& his own good time, diſmiſs me from the 


j/ 


&* body. Theſe light afflictions are but. 


& for a moment, and then comes an eter- 
* nal weight of. glory. : O: welcome, 
* welcome, death ;—thou mayſt well be, 
* reckoned among the treafures of the 
*& chriſtian. To live 1s Chri/t, but to die 
* 7s gain.” —Such inſtances exemplity the 

truth 
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truth before us, that J=sUus Cnr1sT hath 
conquered death, by attording to his people 
in the view thereot, ſtrong conſolation. 


Dezarn appears leſs terrible to the 
chriſtian, when he conſiders alſo that he 
will ſet him free, from all the evils of the 
preſent life, whether natural or moral : 
From all pains of body—from all thoſe 
complicated afflictions which he meets 
with from the world ; and above all, from 
that body of fin and death which he carries 
about with him; and which cauſes him 


daily to groan, being burdened. 


, Bur his victory over death, as it 
efoedts the mind, 1s finiſhed by the ſure 
and certain hope, That when the earthly 
houſe of this tabernacle is diſſolved, he hath 
a building of GoD; an houſe not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens ; where 
is fulneſs of joy, and pleaſures forever.— 
There is no way to heaven, but through 
the valley of the ſhadow of death : Dark, 
but ſhort the paſlage; and no ſooner 
through, than the holy ſoul enters on the 
full fruition of eternal life. Then that 
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which is perfe@ ſhall come, and that which 
is In part, ſhall be done away.—O glort- 
ous hour ! Let chriſtians comfort them- 
ſelves with the certain proſpeCt of its ar- 
rival !—-Thus the mind is comforted and 
ſecured. 


4. Nor ſhall the body be left under the 
power of death ; JzsUs will compleat the 
conqueſt; for when the glorious reſur- 
rection ſhall be uſhered in with a ſhout, 
the voice of the Arch-angel, and the trump 
of Goy; ſleeping millions ſhall ariſe, and 
come forth : Death and hell fhall deliver 
up the dead that are in them, and then 
ſhall be brought to paſs the ſaying that is 
zoritten, Death is ſwallowed up in vittory, 
Well might our Apoſtle, and after him, 
all real believers thus exult, O death, 
where is thy ſting * O grave, where is thy 
vidtory *—Thanks be to Gor who giveth us 
the viftory through our Lord JEsvs 
CHRIsT. Thus the reſurrection of the 
body, 1s the final deſtruQtion of death. 


PERMIT me now to ſubjoin a few re- 


fleftions, on the preceding ſubjeR, 
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r. Is death ſuch an enemy to the human 
body, as hath been ,deſcribed ? and will 
he certainly deſtroy its beauty, and conſign 
it to the land of darkneſs, to turn to 
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muſt return, *according to the irrevocable 
decree of Gop. No man can by any 
means redeem his brother, or give to Gor 
a ranſom for him. We ſay to corruption; 
thou art my father : To the worm, thou art ' 
my mother, and my ſiſter. How humiliat-  - 
Ing is this conſideration. Were we more 
frequently to conſider what we /hall bez 
we ſhould not be ſo much delighted with 


what we are: 
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2. As death 1s ſo ſevere an enemy to our 
fond conneCtions, it ſuggeſts a caution 
to us, to guard againſt placing our aftec- 
tions immoderately on them ; which 1s 
not only injurious to ourſelves, but of- 
fenſive to the LorD, who will admit no 
competitor: 
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3. SEEING all men muſt die, all ſhould 


be anxious to know how they may dze 
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zoell, For all beyond the grave is vaſt, 
immutable eternity. In the grave there is 
no work, wiſdom or device. —There 1s no- 
thing that can call for our attention, of 
equal importance, with this matter ; be- 
cauſe our condition in a future world will 
be fixed forever. A miltake, therefore, 
in this aftair, will prove infinitely fatal. 
It becomes us to remember, That now is 
the accepted time, and the day of falva- 
tion. No man can have hope im his death, 
but he who has been renewed in the 
ſpirit of his mind. Marvel nat, ſaid 
CrrIsT to Nicodemus, that I ſaid unto you, 
Te muſt be born again. Unleſs guilt 1s 
pardoned by CrrisT, and our ſouls con- 
formed to God, through the influence of 
his. ever blefled SplrIT, we ſhall not be 
admitted to dwell with him in heaven« 
For nothing that defileth, worketh abo- 
mination, or maketh a lie, ſhall have any 
inheritance in the kingdom of Cnrisr, 


and of Gop:; 


4. Is it certain that the laſt enemy ſhall be 
hinally deſtroyed by a glorious reſurrec- 
tion ? Then we forrow not as thoſe who 
pave no hope : For if we believe that Jesvs 
dicd, 


£208” 5 


died, and roſe again, even ſo them alſo who 
/leep in Jesvs will Gop. bring with him. 


In fine. Is death regardleſs of diſtinc- 
tions ?—moſt certainly. Of this we have 
an affeting inſtance now before us,— 
There lie. the remains of our departed 


Friend and Brother, on whom heaven had. 


been laviſh of his favors ; whoſe charater 


needs not my feeble efforts to eſtabliſh 


and adorn it.—Yet, that we may not be 
wanting in reſpect to the deceaſed, nor the 
living loſe a bright example, have patience 
with me a few minntes.—But how ſhall 
I proceed !: I know the difficulties that at= 
tend giving characters to the dead. It is 
hard to hit the happy medium : To ſay 
neither too much, nor yet too little. I will 
however, make truth my guide. And 
being ſenſible, that I am called on this 
occaſion, to addreſs the moſt AugGusrT 
ASSEMBLY, Ever convened in America; I 
will take encouragement from the confi- 
deration, That great minds are always 
candid. 
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Mr. Warp deſcended from one of the 
moſt antient, and honorable familics of 
the Colony of Rhode-l/land. From his 
youth up, tuch were his abilities and con- 
duct, that he was eſteemed by his country- 
men, and loaded with public honors. He 
was often chole to ſerve as'a repreſentative 
m the Houſe of Aﬀſembly—was alſo ap- 
pointed to the office of Chiet Judge of the 
Supreme Court: And as the Ingheſt 
honor that his country could conter on 
him, they ele&ed him Governor of the 
Colony. In all which ſtations he con- 
ducted himfelt with reputation.—When 
the opprefhive meaſures of the Britifh 
mimiſtry rendred a Continental Congreſs 
neceflary, he was choſen one of the De- 
legates -of that truly honorable Body. 
And I am authorized to ſay, That he ſtood 
high m their efteem ; and was often ap- 
pointed on Committees, to atliſt in tranſ- 
ating the mott 1mportant bufinels : Vo 
which he ever paid the cloſeſt attention, 
and was indefativable. —No other circum- 
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when every thing dear to America was at 
ſtake. —He | was poflefled of a fine mind, 
which had keen improved by education— 
was a thorough patriot; a real, ſteady 
friend to the rights of mankind ; he could 
neither be awed, nor bribed to ſell his 
country, or lacrifice her freedom. 


As a companion,. he was ſenſible, plea- 
ſant, and improving ; ſoft in his tempers, 
and caly in his manners. 

As a chriſtian, he was uniform and fin- 
cere ; a hearty friend to divine revelation 
a devout attendant at the Lord's-T able! 
and a worthy, ulctul member of the 
church to which he belonged. 

". Ix his family, he was the happy man. 
Gon had blefted him with a numerous 
ofi-ſpring, whom he taught by Proves 
and formed by his own example. They 
viewed him, not only as - fall but 
their beſt companion, _ a friend. 
Their hearts| were knit together by the 
ſtrongeſt ties of mutual love. "They umn-- 
bibed his tempers, and copied him in lite. 

AS 


F-2a8 
As a maſter, he. was kind : Yet he. was. 
mortal. ' His. aſſemblage of excellencies 


could not ſecure him from the iron hand 
ot death. 


Ix his laſt illneſs he appeared compoſed; 
having placed his expeRation of eternal. 
life, on the merits of ChHzrIsT Jz8Us; in 
whom, we truſt, he now ſweetly ſleeps : 
And while we are paying the laſt kind 
office to his frail remains, his better, his 
immortal part hath joined the ſpirits of 
juit men made perte&t, who continually 
ſurround the throne of Gop, and of the 
Lams.—His family, the colony to which 
he belonged ; yea, all the Continent by 
his death have loſt a Triend indeed. 


Now to the Ring eternal, immortal, ins 
viſible, the only wiſe God, be 2liry and hongr 
forever. Amen. 
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